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 What follows is the text of Senate Joint Resolution 107.  Refer to the Executive  

Director’s Notes, page 3 for more information. 
 

SJR 107SJR 107  
 

WHEREAS, The General Assembly declares that, in order to conserve natural 
resources, control floods, prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs, assist in maintain-
ing the navigability of rivers and harbors, conserve wildlife and forests, protect the tax 
base and public lands, and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people 
of this State, it is in the public interest to provide for the conservation of the State's soil, 
soil resources, water, and water resources in order to control and prevent soil erosion, 
prevent air and water pollution, and prevent soil erosion and floodwater and sediment 
damages; and  
 

WHEREAS, Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts have been caring 
for the State's precious natural and environmental resources since 1938; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Soil and Water Conservation Districts have no authority to gen-
erate operating revenue through taxation but must rely on the Illinois General As-
sembly for their operational funds; and 
 

WHEREAS, Funding levels have steadily fallen over the past several years 
to the level that many Soil and Water Conservation Districts have been forced to 
reduce employee hours, delay filling vacant positions, lay off employees, and signifi-
cantly reduce natural resource and environmental protection services to Illinois citi-
zens; therefore, be it 
 

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-SIXTH GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
CONCURRING HEREIN, that the Illinois General Assembly shall convene a Joint 
Task Force on Soil and Water Conservation Districts, which shall study the history 
and purpose of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the administration and or-
ganization of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the current and future funding 
of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, and any other topic regarding Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts that the Chair of the Task Force sees fit to study; and 
be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That the members of the Joint Task Force shall include: one 

member appointed by the President of the Senate; one member appointed by the 
Minority Leader of the Senate; one member appointed by the Speaker of the House; 
one member appointed by the Minority Leader of the House; the Director of Agricul-
ture or his or her designee, who shall serve as the Chairperson; the Director of the 
Environmental Protection Agency or his or her designee; and the Director of Natural 
Resources or his or her designee; additionally, the Director of Agriculture shall ap-
point the following Task Force Members: one Soil and Water Conservation District 

(Continued on page 7) 
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I was fortunate enough to be able to 
accompany some friends on a trip to the 
Middle East and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in Early February.  We went to visit our 
oil dollars and see what they have done for the 
people of that area.  What I saw was an 
educational and eye opening experience.  In 
Dubai especially, I noticed that there is 
construction occurring everywhere.  It is easy 
to see how they got in the overextended 
situation they are currently  in.  If there was 
ever something that I would consider an 
expansion area it would be that area of the 
world.  There are airports, office buildings, 
highways,  banks, hotels, recreational facilities, 
restaurants  and other supporting construction 
that is geared toward making the UAE a tourist 
destination and a world financial center.  And, 
they are doing it with the dollars the oil 
importing countries pay them for their chief 
natural resource. 
 
Prior to discovery of the vast oil reserves, the 
primary source of income was pearl diving and 
fishing.  Most of the growth we observed has 
occurred since 1971 when the British 
relinquished control and turned the country 
over to the sultans. 
 
The educational aspect of my visit was the fact 
that they know that they need to take 
advantage of their one major resource – oil, 
before it is depleted.  They are working very 
hard to position themselves to become a world 
player before they run low on the petroleum 
products that are currently fueling their 
economy.  I think there is a good lesson for us 
here.  We need to be doing everything we can 
to reduce our reliance on imported fuels, keep 
our money at home and invest in renewable 
resources that will create jobs in America and 
help fuel our economy. 
 
Soil and water conservation districts are 
uniquely positioned to help accomplish that 
end.  As the local governmental unit working 
with landowners, you have the knowledge of 

where the resources are, and how they might 
be able to be used to put the United States in 
the best possible position to become more self 
sufficient.  One thing we have an abundance of 
that the Middle East does not have is fresh 
water.  Much of the fresh water that is used in 
the UAE comes from desalination plants.  
Those plants use tremendous amounts of 
electricity to remove the salt and minerals from 
the waters of the Persian Gulf.  They use oil to 
fuel the power plants to create the electricity 
and while the oil is relatively inexpensive there, 
the process to treat water to a potable form is 
not inexpensive. 
 
SWCDs understand the value of protecting our 
water.  Even though we have abundant 
supplies, we need to continue working to 
educate land owners of the importance of 
protecting our water and our soil resources.  
The programs that we administer or assist in 
administering make a huge difference in the 
long term productivity of our agricultural land 
and help provide food to feed our citizens and 
to help feed the rest of the world, something 
the United States seems able to do very well. 
 
On another topic, we will be doing something 
different with the March Quarterly Board 
meeting.   Instead of our usual practice of 
meeting at the Northfield Center, we will be 
having a conference call.  We realize that there 
are certainly advantages to meeting face to 
face but, under the current financial constraints 
we feel this is in the best interests of 
stewardship and conservation of our limited 
financial resources. 
 
We encourage all board members to 
participate and hope everyone will find this a 
workable solution to the alternative of 
prematurely using our available resources. 

Jim Todd, AISWCD President  - jtoddfarm@starband.net 

president’s message 
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executive director’s notesexecutive director’s notes  
Rich Nichols - rich.nichols@aiswcd.org 

As I write this, the sun is out, the snow is melting and it looks like 
it is going to be a beautiful day.  I can’t, however, say I am sad to 
see February go.  It has been a very busy month and at times a 
very frustrating month.  With little or no information forthcoming 
about when SWCD allocations will be paid, grim news on the 
2011 state budget with its $2 billion in reductions and more 
districts considering reductions in hours for staff, frustration 
levels have been high for many of us.  I’m looking forward to a 
new month with hope that at least some things may improve. 
 
There has been much discussion about issues that have arisen 
in the past few days and weeks.  I will try to summarize some of 
that discussion and those issues here. 
 
SJR 107 - The AISWCD approached Senator John Sullivan last 
fall with a funding proposal.  We discussed the potential for 
getting legislation passed and he proposed a taskforce be 
created to provide recommendations to the General Assembly 
on SWCD funding issues.  We had heard nothing until Tuesday 
February 23 when IDOA informed us they had received a draft 
resolution to form a taskforce to look at SWCD structure, 
activities, funding and anything else the task force chair 
determined to be in the interests of the task force.  On 
Wednesday the Executive Committee held a conference call to 
review the proposed resolution and discussed several issues 
associated with the draft.  Before we could provide comments, 
the draft was enrolled as Senate Joint Resolution (SJR)107 with 
Senator Mike Frerichs as the Sponsor.  Senator Frerichs is the 
Senate Ag and Conservation Committee Chair.  We have asked 
for a meeting with IDOA Director Tom Jennings to discuss his 
choices for persons to sit on the taskforce and to determine what 
input we may be able to offer.  
 
SWCD FY 10 Allocations - AISWCD has been checking with the 
Comptroller’s Office on a regular basis, at least every other 
week, to do what we can to elevate payment schedules.  At the 
current rate that payments are being made, we anticipate that 
SWCDs will receive their first and second quarter allocation 
sometime in late April or early May.  Two different sets of 
circumstances are slowing things down.  Last year, the 
Comptroller was delaying Medicare payments and paying 
obligations where wages and salaries were involved.  This year, 
federal stimulus money is tied to regular monthly Medicare 
payments and the second issue is that the state in now in the 
time frame where money borrowed last fall must be repaid to the 
tune of $500 million per month. 
  
We hope that there will be a short growth period in revenue in 

early April as people pay their income taxes.  If that is the case 
then there may be sufficient increases in revenue to catch up on 
some overdue bills. 
 
The AISWCD has written letters to the Governor and to the 
Bureau of the Budget requesting immediate release of the third 
and fourth quarter funds so that IDOA can process those 
vouchers and get them in line at the Comptroller’s Office. 
 
FY11 State Budget - The FY 2011 budget that has been put on 
the Governor’s Web site at www.budget.illinois.gov shows two 
items that we think may impact districts.  Under special funds, 
Partners for Conservation (PfC) shows an anticipated payout of 
$9.789 million.  It is unknown how much of that is intended for 
SWCDs since PfC also provides funding for IDNR and IEPA 
programs.  The PfC fund is the source of CPP cost share funds 
and has been used to pay employee health insurance premiums 
for several years.  The FY09 Budget Relief line shows no 
anticipated expenditures.  That fund replaced $3.5 million of 
Operations funds that Governor Blagojevich cut from the FY09 
budget and was also used to fund SWCD Operations in FY10.  If 
that money is not replaced by some means, SWCDs may 
receive that much less in FY11.  We will not know general 
revenue funding levels for districts until the Governor releases 
his full budget proposal for FY11. 
 
SWCD/NRCS Computers - The AISWCD has sought bids for 
computers and software to replace computers for which SWCDs 
chose not to pay the $3,000 seat cost.  To date, we have 
received one bid from Hewlett-Packard for hardware and one bid 
from Microsoft for software that seem to be really good deals.  
We have also been informed that SWCDs are in the agreement 
that NRCS has with ESRI for the GIS software and can have it 
loaded on a non-system computer at no cost.  Please contact 
Jim at the AISWCD office if you are interested in taking 
advantage of this opportunity. 
 
We have learned that computers for which the SWCDs choose 
not pay the seat cost must be removed by September 30, 2010.  
We interpret that to mean that ITS will be disconnecting 
computers from the system as early as April or May to allow 
sufficient time to achieve complete removal by the deadline date.  
Keep in mind that NRCS will continue to pay seat costs for one 
computer.  For that computer there is no need to make any 
changes to current use.  
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Stacy Stremsterfer - stacy.stremsterfer@aiswcd.org 
 

education coordinator’s noteseducation coordinator’s notes  

Stacy is currently on maternity leave and will not have a report for this issue of the Catchall. 

FEBRUARY’S INFORMATION AND ACTIVITIES 

We wish to thank the following soil and water conservation districts and the Illinois Farm Bureau for their 
generous contributions to the Envirothon competition.  Without your support we could not provide the 
rich experience and unique opportunity for high school students to participate in the state’s only competi-
tive natural resource knowledge event. 
 

                                    Contributors: 

As of March 1, 2010, the following soil and water conservation districts have demonstrated their support 
for the AISWCD by paying their first and second quarter 2010 dues.  Your support allows the AISWCD to 
represent your interests with the General Assembly, the Governor’s Office and with our conservation part-
ners.   

aiswcd support aiswcd support   

Champaign Marshall-Putnam Schuyler 

Jackson Mercer Shelby 

Kane-DuPage Moultrie Union 

Kendall North Cook  Will-South Cook 

Madison Ogle   

Calhoun Henry McLean 

Cass Iroquois Menard 

Christian Kankakee Mercer 

Ford Marshall-Putnam Morgan 

Grundy Mason Piatt 

Pike 

Sangamon 

Warren 

Washington 

Winnebago 

Thank you! 

Thank you! 



   

 

I am temporarily suspending my regular water quality related report in the Urban Stormwater Corner and 
replacing it with details related to the computer agreement I have been working on to get computers to 
the SWCDs. I will resume my regular article next month.     

                  Jim 

urban stormwater cornerurban stormwater corner  
Jim Nelson – jim.nelson@aiswcd.org 
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It’s really amazing how many twists and turns you go through when organizing a computer purchase with 98 diverse soil and 
water conservation districts in mind. What it all boils down to though is that we will soon have the ability to allow SWCDs to 
place an order through the AISWCD for: 
 
Laptop/notebook ................................................................. $1,099.93 
MS Office Professional...............................................................68.88 
Acrobat Standard (i.e. full version) ...........................................263.41 
Desktop...................................................................................  771.00 
Monitor.....................................................................................130.00 
MS Office Professional...............................................................68.88 
Acrobat Standard (not Acrobat Reader) ..................................  263.41 
Docking Station for laptop ........................................................149.00 
Printer ........................................................................................69.99 
External Hard Drive 320gb .........................................................83.70 
 
Desktop towers come with a parts, labor, and onsite repair warrantee for three years. The notebooks only come with parts and 
labor but, that again, is for a three year period. All of the items are available without the purchase of a system. That means 
districts that are not going to buy hardware can still purchase Acrobat or MS Office Professional for the group rate! This is a 
huge savings over buying individually.  
 
NRCS has stated that once they have SWCD board decisions on whether to pay the “seat fee” they will begin organizing re-
moval of computers. It is expected that this process may take some time and could start as early as July. The earlier report I 
heard from NRCS of March or April turns out to be a little ambitious for IT and NRCS… thankfully! 
 
I will reiterate that I have learned that SWCDs are included in the ESRI agreement for GIS software. This, as I understand it, 
means non-NRCS machines can have this software installed without an NRCS seat fee.  
 
The AISWCD is still filling out applications, compiling documentation, and asking questions about HP products on behalf of the 
SWCDs. I really hope to have something ready by the first week in March. The plan right now is to send blank purchase orders 
(POs) to the SWCDs, have you fill out what you’d like to order, and send a copy of your order with an enclosed check for the 
total to the AISWCD office. We will compile the orders and send large groups of the orders to HP. HP will then ship your prod-
ucts to your individual district offices (not to the AISWCD). Software CDs will not be used for MS Office or Acrobat. Instead 
individual license numbers will be sent out and software can be downloaded off of their respective websites. This is actually 
preferable to purchasing a disk because the disks are not “supposed” to be transferable to another machine if the old one 
breaks down or is sold. With the license agreement the software can be transferred to another machine legally.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have further questions on this process, software, or hardware. Again, I will try very hard to 
get this agreement together by March 5th. 

Jim 

Computers for districtsComputers for districts    

(at a discount!)(at a discount!)  
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Sherry Finn - sherry.finn@aiswcd.org 

administrative assistant’s notes administrative assistant’s notes 
FEBRUARY’S INFORMATION AND ACTIVITIES 

MARCH QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING: 
■ Followed up with FAC Chairmen for Committee Meetings 
■ Followed up with Partners for March Reports for QB Packets  
■ Compiled March QB Meeting Packet; forwarded to Jim Nelson 

for posting on our website 
■ Mailed March QB Meeting Packets to Board Members with no 

e-mail access  
■ Sent e-mail reminders to Board Members and Partners with 

March QB Teleconference Date & Time 
■ Took minutes for Executive Committee Meeting-2/24/10-

regarding Legislative Resolution 
 
OTHER DUTIES:  
▪ Phone Calls and Mail 
▪ E-mail Correspondence 
▪ Compiled expense report for Credit Card 
▪ Timesheets 
▪ Organized CREP Monthly Vouchers (JAN) & Forwarded Info 

to IEPA for reimbursement 
▪ Maintain Patio Paver Database 
▪ Maintain Rain Barrel Database 
▪ Maintain SWCD Dues Paid Database 
▪ Mailed Thank You Notes to Paid Districts  
▪ Maintain Sponsorship Brochure Printing Fee Database 
▪ Maintain Sponsorship Database 
▪ Developing Thank you for sponsors 
▪ Compiled Distribution List in E-mail Contacts for Sponsors to 

receive Conservation Catchall and Legislative Newsletter 
▪  Emailed Weekly Reports to Officers  
▪ Started working on Records Retention, Management & 

Destruction Folder 
▪ Contacted Il Attorney General’s office regarding FOIA; need 

someone from AG’s office to train FOIA officers for Districts 
▪ E-mailed Legislative Newsletter to Districts and mailed 

newsletter to 4 Legislators that do not have e-mail availability 
▪ Attended meetings for Earth Stewardship Day for Sangamon 

County; handling Budget  
▪ Created Illinois Envirothon Sponsor Database in Excel; 

entered FY 2010 sponsor information; e-mailed a thank you 
to each 2010 sponsors 

▪ Ag Legislative Day: contacted Karen Fraase to see what 
guidelines we have to follow if we a gift for the gift baskets 

▪ Audit Date set for: 3-10-10 thru 3-12-10 
▪ Sent all e-mail asking about Districts’ Used Oil Collection Day;  

compiled responses and forwarded to Districts 
▪ Sent all e-mail asking about Districts’ Prairie Plant Sales; 

compiled responses and forwarded to Districts 

 
ACCOUNTING/OFFICE ADMIN:  
▪ Completed Payroll and Payroll Taxes for February 
▪ Reconciled all  bank accounts 
▪ Completed bookwork for All AISWCD & Insurance Accts 
▪ Prepared Deposits for SWCD Dues and Receivables 
▪ Completed Checks for Payables 
▪ Completed Deposits for Receivables 
▪ Completed Monthly Financials 
▪ Filed all Completed Payables & Receivables Documentation 
▪ Faxed Copy Count to CDS Technology 
▪ Received CREP Payment for November & December; Did 

Deposit 
▪ Paid Participating CREP Districts for CREP assistant 

reimbursement; Mailed checks 
▪ Completed 2009 Second Half Year Lobbyist Expenditure 

Report Filing with Office of the Il Secretary of State  
▪ Wrote checks for SWCD various insurance premiums; had 

Rich sign; mailed; e-mailed copies to Debbie Holsapple, 
Administrator of Ins Funds 

 
 
LOOKING AHEAD:  
▪ March QB Meeting 
▪ FY 2009 Audit  
▪ AISWCD/SWCD Sponsorships 
▪ Ag Legislative Day 
▪ Earth Stewardship Day for Sangamon County 
▪ Preparation for Annual Meeting items-Auction and Trivia 

Night 
 
REMEMBER:   
Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your 
eyes off your goals!!! 
 
To Act:  
Rely on your faith during challenging times; be strong and 
courageous.  
  
 
Hope your Sweetheart was a “Sweetheart” all month!!! 
 
 

Sherry 
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Association member; two directors of local Soil and Water Conservation Districts, one located in an urban area, one lo-
cated in a rural area; two Soil and Water Conservation District employees, one located in an urban area, one located in a 
rural area; one member representing a statewide association of land improvement contractors; two members representing 
two separate associations of commodity producers; two members of two separate statewide organizations representing 
farmers; and two members representing two separate statewide environmental organizations; and be it further  
 

RESOLVED, That the Task Force shall be facilitated by the Department of Agriculture; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, That the members of the Task Force shall serve without compensation; and be it further  

 
RESOLVED, That the Joint Task Force shall report its findings and legislative recommendations to the Governor 

and the General Assembly by January 1, 2011; and be it further  
 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be delivered to the Director of Agriculture, 
the Director of Natural Resources, and the Director of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

During our first meeting held on February 11, we were informed that the AISWCD has arranged 
for a training session for all the district’s FOIA representatives (staff and/or directors) at the IDOA 
on June 17th from 10 am until noon in order to meet the June 30th deadline as the state requires. 
If you have not already taken the test online, keep this date in mind. 
 

Other notes of interest: 
 

We worked on our Annual Plan of Work for the upcoming year including goals to continue to increase communication 
with employees and training opportunities (CPESC in particular).  During our meeting, Jon Hubbert addressed the TNI 
course requirements. He advised us they are being revised and asked for our input and suggestions. 
 

Once again, the ISWCDEA will be sponsoring the Outstanding District Employee Award at Summer Conference.  Please 
see the AISWCD website for the application form.   
 

We will be holding our annual raffle during Summer Conference.  This year’s prize is a laptop computer.  The tickets are 
priced $1 each or 6 for $5.  See any Employee Association rep for tickets. Tickets will be available for purchase May 24. 
 

We would like to welcome our newest representatives, Crystal Monsess and Matt Schramm.  Thank you both for 
stepping up to fill vacancies in Regions 1 & 2. 
 

We are looking for an employee to represent the SWCD’s on the State Technical Committee to replace Dan McCandless.  
These meetings are usually held in Champaign at the NRCS State Office four times a year from 9:30 to noon.  Any 
SWCD employee may fill this position. 
 

Looking forward to warm, sunshiny days just made for planting and project building.  Come on Spring!  

iswcdea corneriswcdea corner  
Visit their website at: http://www.il.ncdea.org/ 

Submitted by: Debi Slade, AC Co-Vice Chair 

sjr 107sjr 107  
(continued from page 1) 

2010 Current Issue Information Available2010 Current Issue Information Available  
 

The 2010 Current Issue—”Protection of Groundwater through Urban, Agricultural and Environmental 
Planning” for the Illinois Envirothon has been posted to the AISWCD Website on the Envirothon page 
for download. This document should be utilized by everyone, SWCDs, LUC and schools preparing for 
the Illinois Envirothon in May. Special thanks for Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, Division of 
Public Water Supplies/Groundwater Section, for their help in finalizing the document! 
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The last week of February, a rare sunny and clear day in Des Moines Iowa, provided the setting for the 2010 
Pheasants Forever Fest.  The three-day event drew approximately 30,000 conservationists and sportsmen from 
around the Midwest.  Pheasants Forever was first organized in Minnesota in 1982 in response to increasing concern 
with the loss of wildlife habitat. 
 
Statistics for the current pheasant population keeps this concern very much alive.  Iowa used to rank #2 in number 
of pheasants taken.  In 2005, the number of pheasants taken by hunters in Iowa was 805,000.  This figure dropped 
to less than 383,000 in 2008.  The 2009 figure is estimated to be only 300,000.  Severe weather, as well as loss of 
habitat, account for the decline.  The quail population has also been the victim of decreased habitat. 
 
In the past few years, the number of acres removed from t he Conservation reserve Program would cover a strip of 
land 8 miles wide from Omaha to Davenport.  This reminds one of the end of the Soil Bank Program in the 60s that 
resulted in a similar decline in the populations of pheasants and quail. 
 
Former Governor of Iowa and current US Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack, was the main speaker at the 
Saturday noon luncheon at the PF Fest this year.  Vilsack reported that the USDA Plans to allow landowners to 
enroll 300,000 additional acres to help pheasants, quail, and ducks.  Beginning March 15th, these programs will be 
offered in the continuous CRP signup.  The Secretary of Agriculture also signed an agreement to work with the 
Pheasants Forever and other groups dedicated to the preservation of wildlife habitat. 
 
Today, Pheasants Forever has more than 125,000 members in over 600 chapters in the U.S. and Canada.  As 
stewards of the land, Midwest farmers need to do their part in establishing and maintaining adequate habitat for 
wildlife.   

During the 2009 AISWCD Annual Meeting, Resolution 2009-8, Natural Area Guardian Areas was approved by the voting delegates. The main goal of the resolution is to encourage 
all Soil and Water Conservation Districts to form Natural Area Guardian committees to assist in the management of natural areas within each district. This resolution was 

forwarded to the Education Focus Area Committee to work on. Future of the Conservation Catchall will provide SWCDs with more information on the Natural Area Guardian 
Areas. We hope you will find this information valuable and if we can provide more information please contact the office. 

New Incentive on SWCDs Sponsorship BrochuresNew Incentive on SWCDs Sponsorship Brochures  
 
Your SWCD can receive $100 from AISWCD to be the first SWCD 
to turn in 25 sponsorships!! At the December QB Meeting the Board of 
Directors passed a motion, that the first SWCD to turn in 25 sponsorships will receive 
$100 from AISWCD’s 50%! 
 

Sponsorship brochures can be obtained by contacting the AISWCD office. Due to the 
printing costs not being included in the FY 2009 budget we are asking that each SWCD 
pay $10.00 for 50 copies of the brochure. To make sure all 98 SWCDs have the 
opportunity to receive their 50 copies we are only giving out one packet (50 copies) per 
SWCD.  
 

When an individual/company signs up to become a sponsor the checks are to be made 
out to the AISWCD. To make it easier, please feel free to send them all at once or as 
you see fit. Keep in mind that individuals/companies can mail the sponsorships directly 
to us. For those of you that have not seen the brochure, there is a line for them to fill in 
their county name, since SWCDs will receive 50% of the donations made in their county. 
Checks from the AISWCD to the SWCDs will be issued on a quarterly basis (March, June, 
September and December).  

Pheasants Forever Fest, 2010Pheasants Forever Fest, 2010  

Natural Area GuardiansNatural Area Guardians  
Submitted by Tim Keller, Whiteside Co. SWCD Director 
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legislative updatelegislative update  

 
 
 
 
HB 4966, sponsored by Representative Chapin Rose, amends the Illinois Vehicle Code and the State 
Finance Act.  A synopsis of the bill follows: 
 
Provides for the issuance of Soil and Water Conservation District license plates and St. Jude Chil-
dren's Research Hospital license plates.  Provides that, in addition to the appropriate registration 
fees, an applicant for the special plate shall be charged a fee of $40 at original issuance and $27 at 
renewal.  Provides that $15 of the original issuance fee and $2 of the renewal fee shall be deposited 
into the Secretary of State Special License Plate Fund.  Provides that $25 of the additional original 
issuance fee and the renewal fee shall be deposited into the Soil and Water Conservation District 
Fund or the St. Jude Children's Research Fund, new special funds in the State treasury. Provides 
that all money in the Soil and Water Conservation District Fund shall be used for grants to Illinois soil 
and water conservation districts for projects that conserve and restore soil and water in Illinois.  Pro-
vides that all money in the St. Jude Children's Research Fund shall be used for grants to St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital for pediatric treatment and research. 
 
Status:  Passed the House on 2/25/2010 with 102 yeas, 7 nays and 1present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HB 6045, sponsored by Representative Dave Winters, amends the State Finance Act.  A synopsis of 
the bill follows: 
 
Provides that conservation practice cost-share grants from the Partners for Conservation Fund may 
be made to livestock operations for water quality protection and improvement.  
 
If passed, the bill will become effective July 1, 2010. 
 
Status:  Assigned March 2, 2010 to the House State Government Administration Committee chaired 
by Representative Jack Franks. 

HB 4966HB 4966  

HB 6045HB 6045  

IAAP didn’t have a report this month so we had a little extra space.  We are including the current status for two 
bills that may be of interest to soil and water conservation districts 



   

 

Page 10        Conservation Catchall 

4285 N. Walnut Street Rd. 
Springfield, IL  62707 

AISWCD Mission: To represent and empower Illinois’ SWCDs 
Phone: (217) 744-3414 

Fax: (217) 744-3420 
www.aiswcd.org 

mark your calendar for . . . mark your calendar for . . . 
• March Quarterly Board Meeting - March 9, 2010, 8:00 am - will be held via conference call 
• 2010 Illinois Envirothon - May 13/14, 2010 - 4-H Camp at Allerton Park in Monticello, IL 
• June Quarterly Board Meeting - June 7/8, 2010 - Northfield Inn, Springfield, IL 
• SWCD FOIA Officer Training - June 30 - Deadline for eletronic training completed!!! 
• 62nd AISWCD Annual Meeting & Illinois Land & Water Resources Conference - July 26-28, 2010, Hilton, Springfield 
• 2010 Illinois State Fair - August 13-22, 2010, Springfield, IL 

AISWCD Paver Listing AISWCD Paver Listing   
  
   
 

INDIVIDUALS: 
Philip Anderson-Saline CO. 
Beckhart Family-Piatt CO. 
Don Condit-Marshall-Putnam CO 
Robert Sloan-Marshall-Putnam CO 
Terry Bogner-Marshall-Putnam CO 
Rollie Spaniol-Coles CO 
Roland & Lois Spaniol-Coles CO 
Jerry & Pam Snodgrass-Henry CO 
Diane Talbott-Henry CO 
Emery Oesch-Richland CO 
Kenny Vosholler-Perry CO 
Phil Fossler-Ogle CO 
Jake Klein-Clay CO 
Charles E. Curry-Henry CO 
Eldora W. Zimmerman-Winnebago CO 
Dwayne Proctor-Winnebago CO 
Carl & Lois Wexell-Henry CO 
Elizabeth N Kraus 
Terry Davis Family-Warren CO 
Memorial for Jake Klein-Clay CO 
Virginia M. Hayter-North Cook CO 
Mason Co, Auction Donation & Bitner Family 
Dick Breckenridge 
ISWCDEA 
Steve Stierwalt-Champaign CO 

COUNTIES: 
Clay County SWCD 
Henry County SWCD 
Knox County SWCD 
Livingston County SWCD 
Mason County SWCD 
McDonough County SWCD 
Piatt County SWCD 
Saline County SWCD 
Warren County SWCD 
Union County SWCD 
Morgan County SWCD 
Menard County SWCD 
St. Clair County SWCD 

Corporate: 
Kraus Landscaping  

PAST PRESIDENTS: 
George P. Irwin, Marion CO 
Terry Davis, Warren CO 
James H. Todd, Menard CO 
Terry Bogner, Marshall-Putnam CO 
Lee Bunting, Livingston, CO 
Rudy Rice, Perry CO 


