White County Soil View Now Available

As a result of local, state, and federal partnerships, soils of all 321,360 surface acres in
White County are now available in Geographic Information System format on a Soll
View CD.

A Cooperative Agreement between the White County board, White County Soil and
Water Conservation District, Illinois Department of Agriculture and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service to update and digitize the soil survey was reached in
2001. The desire was to include all of the data on one CD, and an interactive multi-
media soil survey was created.

The mission of the cooperative soil survey is to assist mankind in understanding and
wisely using soil resources to achieve and sustain a desirable quality of life.

Major fieldwork for the soil survey of White County was completed in 1989, with soil
names and descriptions approved in 1991. The soil survey book was published in
1996. The survey was made cooperatively by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service and the lllinois Agricultural Experiment Station, as part of the technical
assistance furnished to the White County Soil and Water Conservation District. The
cost was shared by the White County Board and the lllinois Department of Agriculture.

A solil survey contains information that can be used in land-planning programs. It
contains predictions of soil behavior for selected land uses. The survey also highlights
limitations and hazards inherent in the soil, improvements needed to overcome the
limitations, and the impact of selected land uses on the environment.

The soil survey is designed for many different users:

% Farmers, foresters, and agronomists use it to evaluate potential of the soil and
management needed for maximum food and fiber production.

% Planners, community officials, engineers, developers, builders, and home buyers
use the survey to plan land use, select sites for construction, and identify special
practices needed to ensure proper performance.

+« Conservationists, teachers, students, and specialists in recreation, wildlife
management, waste disposal, and pollution control can use the survey to help

them understand, protect, and enhance the environment.

Soil View can be picked up at the White County Soil and Water Conservation District
and Natural Resources Conservation Service office in the USDA Service Center.
Additional information on soils and other natural resource programs and activities is
available on the District’'s website at geocities.com/whitecountyswcd.



White County Soil & Water Conservation District
1105 West Main — Carmi, IL 62821 — Phone: (618) 382-2213, Ext. 3
Contacts: Debbie Gray or Jewel Brooks
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Conservation Day

Fourth graders from across White County participated in a conservation day at the
Hamilton County Fish and Wildlife Area, also known as Dolan Lake. The students
learned about forestry, wildlife, oil production, and recycling, and decorated tree cookie
pendants. The event was sponsored by the White County Soil and Water Conservation
District.

Sessions were taught with the help of employees from the lllinois Department of Natural
Resources, the lllinois Petroleum Resources Board, and Kelli and Bill Chapman, owners
of Be Green Recycling. The students experienced a special treat with Wayne —White
Counties Electric Cooperative’s live line safety demonstration. More than 165 students
from Wells Elementary School, Crossville Attendance Center, Booth School, and Norris
City — Omaha Elementary School participated in the fun-filled conservation day.

ecvcllnq Day

Be Green, in coordination with White Co. Soil & Water Conservation District, offered
residents a recyclables drop-off location at the parking lot of the USDA Service Center
in Carmi. The opportunity was offered at no charge to White Co. residents to promote
and encourage recycling in a continuing effort to improve the environment. Local 4-H
groups also participated in the effort.

For more information on activities and projects with the
White County Soil & Water Conservation District

visit us on our website at http://www.geocities.com/whitecountyswed.
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